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become united to God only as he rises above his own
existence as a creature.

Here also, therefore, in relation to human nature,
we find Philo's ideas as to the transcendence and
the immanence of God warring with each other;
and, as the former is that to which he gives the
precedence, the perfection of man for Philo is
that he should rise not only above sense but also
above intelligence, till his- whole being is lost in
the absolute One. Yet, on the other hand, we have
to remember that, though subordinated, the ideas
of God as self-revealing, and of the universe and
especially m*in as his revelation, are never entirely
lost sight of; and that the contradiction between these
two views never leads Philo to abandon either aspect
of his doctrine, or to seek for a narrow logical con-
sistency at the expense of its comprehensiveness.
Hence, if he has not solved the great problem of his
time, we may fairly say that he first stated it in all
its fulness. Or, to put it more directly, he first gave
utterance to both of the two great requirements of the
religious consciousness, the need for rising from the
finite and relative to the Absolute, and the need of
seeing the Absolute as manifested in the finite and
relative; although he could find no other reconcilia-
tion of these two needs except externally to subor-
dinate the latter to the former. klt was this problem
with which the Eeo-Platonic school from its foundation